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ceremony did not take place till their union had
lasted some months, and when it did, it was
regarded by Godwin in the light of a distinct
concession. He expresses himself most decisively
on this point in a letter to his friend, Mr. Wedg-
wood of Etruria (printed by Mr. Regan Paul in
his memoirs of Godwin), announcing his marring^
which had actually taken place a month before,
but had been kept secret

Some persons have found an inconsistency between my
practice in this instance and my doctrines* But I nmnol see
it. The doctrine of my Political Justice is, that an attachment
in some degree permanent between two persons of opposite
sexes is right, but that marriage, as practised in European
countries, is wrong. I still adhere to that opinion. Nothing
but a regard for the happiness of the individual, which I have
no right to ignore, could have induced me to submit to an
institution which I wish to see abolished, and which I would
recommend to my fellow-men never to practise but with the
greatest caution. Having done what I thought was necessary
for the peace and respectability of the individual, 1 hold
myself no otherwise bound than I was before the ceremony
took place.

It is certain that he did not repent his con-
cession. But their wedded happiness was of
short duration. On soth August 1797 a little
girl was born to them.

All seemed well at first with the mother. But
during the night which followed alarming symp-
toms made their appearance. For a time it was
hoped that these had been overcome, and a